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CORAL BAY, NEW MOORING 

15. Ms S.E. Walker to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

(1) Has there been - 

(a) a new mooring installed at Coral Bay in the past month; and 

(b) if yes, by whom and did that person have the required CALM permission? 

(2) If yes to (a) and no to (b) what has CALM management in Exmouth done to facilitate the removal of 
the mooring? 

(3) Coral Bay is in a ‘sanctuary zone’, what is the purpose of ‘sanctuary zone’? 

(4) Is there any other area along the 450 kilometre Ningaloo Reef, apart from Coral Bay, where coral 
comes right into the shoreline? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(1) (a)  Yes 

(b) By Mr Vincent O'Sullivan, who did not have the permission of the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management. 

(2) The installation of the mooring has been investigated. Interviews have been conducted in respect to the 
matter, a breach report has been prepared and recommendations made on what action should be pursued 
by the Department of Conservation and Land Management. 

(3) Coral Bay settlement is not within the Maud Sanctuary Zone. Sanctuary zones in marine parks serve as: 

(i) special viewing places where flora and fauna may be observed free from any form of 
interference; 

(ii) special protection areas for wildlife; 

(iii) reference areas for scientific study; 

(iv) replenishment areas which may provide recruits to repopulate other areas which are over 
fished or have been degraded. 

(4) The fringing reef system of Ningaloo is unique in its proximity to the shoreline and is recognised 
worldwide for this characteristic. There are numerous locations along its 260 km length where it is close 
to shore. However, Coral Bay is the only location where there is such a high abundance of coral within 
a lagoon and in such close proximity to the shoreline. 

 


